
The following is a summary of the March 12, 2020, Combined Conference and Regular Meeting 

and Public Meeting to Adopt the Tentative Budget of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education: 

 

Report of the Student Representatives 

 

Senior Alexander Janiak reported on the following GLHS items: 

 

• The majority of activities in the past few weeks at Governor Livingston High School have 

included either planning or participating in competitions and trips. 

 

• Unfortunately, most school-sponsored events scheduled for the near future have been 

cancelled. 

 

• On February 26th, the Prom Fashion Show was held in the cafeteria and was successful in 

raising money for Project Graduation and the Senior Student Council.  

 

• On March 1st, the Governor Livingston Senior and Junior Math Modeling teams competed in 

their 14-hour long math competition.  

 

• The Understanding Asian Cultures Club held its first meeting in early March to discuss its 

mission, goals, and future events.  Attendees also enjoyed some Asian treats. 

 

• The Spanish Club conducted a Churros and Coffee event on March 10th.  

 

• Finally, students from the GL Science Olympiad participated in the State Competition at 

Middlesex County College on March 10th.  
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Report of the Student Representatives (continued) 

 

Junior Emily Haines reported on the following GLHS items: 

 

• A small recap from the end of the Winter Sports seasons as we head toward Spring! 

 

• The GLHS Girls Swimming team made it all the way to Sectional Final before unfortunately 

losing to Rumson-Fair Haven.   

 

• In Indoor Track, Victoria Vanriele won the New Jersey Meet of Champions 800-meter run 

for the fourth straight year!  Victoria’s personal best time is now eighth-best in the nation for 

the 800 meters. 

 

• The Highlander Girls Basketball team enjoyed a great season, reaching the Union County 

Tournament Final before losing to top-seeded Westfield. 

 

• The GL Competitive Cheer squad earned an eighth-place finish in their final state 

competition of the season. 

 

• Finally, the Highlander Ice Hockey team ended its season by making it all the way to 

Quarterfinals of the State Tournament.  

 

• So now as we head to the warmer weather, Spring sports have been up and running, tryouts 

are over, and GL teams are now preparing and heading toward their first scrimmages.  With 

the schools having a few days off, teams are planning around this and hoping to still be able 

to complete the preseason and regular season.  Highlander teams from Girls and Boys 

Lacrosse to Baseball and Softball are all are anxiously awaiting the start of the season. Go 

GL! 
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Superintendent’s Report 

 

Dr. Melissa Varley, Superintendent of Schools, provided the following report: 

 

Good evening, everyone.  Our TREND Executive Board members from Governor Livingston 

High School are here tonight. What a great group of students who worked diligently on the two 

Days of Realization.  It was extremely impactful, having those students participate and also, to 

hear the heartbreaking story of the parent who lost her daughter and her husband to an impaired 

driver.  Mr. Bob Segear, our district Student Assistance Counselor, will discuss the entire 

program.  The TREND Executive Board members are: Domenico Deluca, Ryan Diskin, Kelly 

Donfield, Caitlin Dougherty, Benjamin Grimes, Jason Lalevee, Mia Maguire, Ryan Matthews, 

Victoria Mauri, Ryan Nikolich, Mackenzie Pierce, Matthew Ronga, Sabrina Ruban, Cody 

Tomchak, and Victoria Vanriele. 

 

Ms. Annie McNair is here from the Union County Health Department to discuss COVID-19 and 

its impact on our community.  

 

This week has been a very busy one.  I want to make sure everyone knows that our children as 

safe as they are anywhere else in public.  We have quite a lot going on with the COVID-19 

situation.  I’ve sent numerous letters and posted a video in collaboration with the township. 

The district has a good, solid plan in place for distance learning.  Now, we just need to train the 

teachers.  We have webinars that have been posted for our teachers and we are ready to get 

started.  Upon many conversations with the New Jersey Department of Education, Department of 

Health, other superintendents, and the Board of Education, we have decided to close schools to 

students, starting with an early dismissal tomorrow (Friday, March 13th) through Friday, March 

27th.  Prior to or at that time, a decision will be made regarding either the continued closure of 

schools or the resumption of school and extra-curricular activities. 

 

Tonight, we will give you a few high-level details regarding our online learning plan. We know 

that students physically being in the classroom can never compare with online learning.  Our 

teachers do it best face to face.  But, we are going to go where we have never gone before.  Mr. 

McKinney is going to talk about the hours for instruction, and how we will get Chromebooks to 

students. 

****************************************************************************** 

Dr. Varley and Mrs. Donna Felezzola, School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, then 

delivered a presentation about the tentative proposed 2020-2021 school district budget.  Please 

click here to learn more about the tentative budget for next school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bhpsnj.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=4473&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=19686&PageID=1
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Facilities Report 

 

Mrs. Felezzola provided the following report: 
 

Governor Livingston Media Center HVAC Replacement Update:  The equipment has been 

ordered and should be delivered within the next several weeks.  The electricians have been on-

site and have begun planning for ceiling demolition. They are on schedule to complete the 

project by the beginning of May. 

 

School Cleaning Update: During flu season, in addition to the regular daily cleaning and 

disinfecting of the schools, we add an additional disinfecting step.   

The second step consists of using the Bioesque Botanical Disinfectant solution in an electrostatic 

sprayer.  Within four minutes the solution kills 99.99% of viruses, bacteria, fungi and mold. 

In January, we began having the custodians clean the frequently used touch spots regularly with 

the solution. At that time, the district also started the extra disinfecting process weekly.  In 

February, we increased the frequency of this second disinfecting step to two times per week.   

The school district’s buses are wiped down and sanitized daily.  The Morris-Union Jointure 

Commission is following the same process with their buses.  The vendors (bus companies) that 

we contract with have instructed their drivers to wipe their buses down daily. 

 

The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 

 

• The tentative 2020-2021 School District Budget in the total amount of $55,654,616; 

$45,135,002 of which will be raised by taxes. 

 

• The approval of the following revised and new district policies after second reading: 

 

Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying 5512.01 (Revised) 

Pupils Walking To and From School 8681 (New) 

Pupils Bicycling To and From School 8682 (New) 

 

• The introduction for study and first reading of the following proposed revised policies: 

 

Prevention and Treatment of Sports-Related Concussions and Head Injuries 2431.4 (Revised) 

Wellness Policy on Nutrition and Physical Activity 8505 (Revised) 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• To acknowledge and accept placement results from the NJQSAC District Performance 

Review, as determined by the Union County Interim Executive Superintendent of Schools 

and team of reviewers: 

 

  NJQSAC Area   Placement as of February 2020 

  Instruction and Program    91.4% 

  Fiscal Management     96.0% 

  Governance      94.0% 

  Operations    100.0% 

Personnel      98.0% 

 

Being that the Berkeley Heights School District has satisfied at least 80% of the weighted 

indicators in each of the five areas of the NJQSAC review process, the school district has 

been designated as “high performing.”  The Commissioner of Education will recommend to 

the State Board of Education that the Berkeley Heights School District be certified as 

providing a thorough and efficient system of education for a period of three years or until the 

next NJQSAC review. 

 

• The employment of Jacqueline Wells as a Long-Term Substitute Teacher of Social Studies at 

Columbia Middle School, effective February 15, 2020, through April 1, 2020. 

 

• The retirement of Henry Ruban from his position as Bus Driver with the District 

Transportation staff, effective April 1, 2020. 

 

• The request of Tara Oliveira for a maternity/child care leave of absence from July 18, 2020, 

through December 16, 2020.  Mrs. Oliveira is an Assistant Principal at Governor Livingston 

High School. 

 

• For Jennifer Aragona to take an unpaid child care leave of absence in accordance with the 

New Jersey Family Leave Act from June 19, 2020, through November 8, 2020.  Ms. Aragona 

is a Teacher of English at Governor Livingston High School. 

 

• The request of Erika Barton for a maternity/disability leave of absence from April 25, 2020, 

through June 18, 2020.  Mrs. Barton is a Grade 3 Teacher at Thomas P. Hughes School.  

 

• For Susan Sample-Duffy to serve as a Substitute/Replacement Teacher of English at 

Governor Livingston High School, effective April 14, 2020, through June 30, 2020. 

 

• The appointment of Alexander Douthat as a Substitute/Replacement Teacher of Music at 

Columbia Middle School, effective March 6, 2020, through June 30, 2020. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• The employment of Shivani Raina as a Substitute/Replacement Part-Time Speech/Language 

Specialist at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center, effective March 18, 2020, through 

June 30, 2020. 

 

• For Veronica Bajric and Andrea Slattery, Interpreters for the Deaf at Governor Livingston 

High School, to provide sign language interpreting services during the March 27th 

performance of the GLHS production of “Mamma Mia!”   

 

• The employment of Michael Alleman as a Paraprofessional at Mountain Park School, 

effective March 2, 2020. 

 

• The resignation of Melissa Kanarek from her position as Lunchroom/Playground Teacher 

Aide at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center, effective March 14, 2020. 

 

• For Dana Campbell and Ashley Higgins to be employed as Lunchroom/Playground Teacher 

Aides at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center, effective March 13, 2020. 

 

• For Kate Corcoran, Maria Graziano, Brenda Marley, Michael Riley and Pamela Wilczynski 

to serve in the assignment of Teacher in Charge, as needed and as assigned, effective March 

13, 2020. 

 

• The following extra-curricular activities, staff members and assignments for the 2019-2020  

school year: 

 

Governor Livingston High School 

Activity/Position     Instructor/Supervisor 

Assistant Lacrosse Coach (Boys)   Kevin Fontana 

Assistant Tennis Coach (Boys)   Jerome McDevitt   

Volunteer Assistant Softball Coach  Katelynn Debbie 

 

The Board of Education will conduct a Combined Conference and Regular Meeting on 

Thursday, April 2, 2020, at 7:30 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room of Columbia Middle School. 


